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Growing in Charisms

A ten point synthesis on growing in Charisms.

Jude Muscat – Warsaw, September 2007

Like anything else that grows or matures, charisms also have a systematic process. Each of the following points below help us to develop and mature in the use of charisms, not necessarily in the order they are shown, although from experience I learnt that following such course is fruitful.

1.  Growing is knowing

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. (1 Cor 12:1)

1. knowing where they come from;

2. knowing their tremendous power to change the world, and most importantly;

3. knowing that we are equipped.

1.1
The term Ruach in the Old Testament became a symbol to designate the divine dynamism or force operative in humans to make them capable of exceptional deeds for the community in its relation to God. Scholars see a three-step conceptual development in the OT for the notion of Ruach:
· Functional: Judg 13:24-25; 1 Sam 16:13

· Interior empowerment of the person: Is 11:2; Ez 36:25-26

· Source of Life: Eze 37:14

I believe that these three aspects are still present and enveloped within the New Testament concept of the Power of the Holy Spirit, but it moves beyond: 

Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? (1 Cor 3:16)

For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the spirit of sonship. When we cry, "Abba! Father!" it is the Spirit himself bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, (Rom 8:15-16)

2. Growing is being Aware 

· Power belongs to God (Psalm 62:11b), but it has pleased him to share it with us.

· He empowered us, so that through him and with him we may bring salvation, healing and peace in a world.

· This power is not an external power that pushes me or constrains me to do something.
· It is the power of the Holy Spirit that has been freely given to me.

· It is not of human nature and can never be, but through the grace given to us by Christ Jesus, it is a power that we have access to. 
· Without the awareness and acknowledgement of such awareness, gifts remain inactive.

· This is not a question of high self esteem, although we all know it’s importance, but about an attitude that our mother Mary showed:

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. (Luke 1:49)

3. Growing is using

… since you are eager for spiritual gifts, strive to excel in them for building up the church. (1 Cor 14:12)

“What you don’t use you lose”

Analogy of the muscle: If someone is injured and is deprived from using any one of the muscles for a given period of time, the muscle grows week. We need time and therapy to get it into shape again. So it is with spiritual gifts, we loose what we do not use.
Although the remaining points are indispensable for growth, they all describe the character of “using”.

4. Growing is serving

So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. (John 13:14)

· After our experience of the Baptism in the Spirit, one of the first effects is the new awareness of the Fatherhood of God and his majestic power.

· This awareness give rise to many things, which we do not have time to share, but especially two important points:

a. A new awareness of God’s presence and majesty calls for praise and worship.

b. A new awareness of His fatherhood makes us all aware that we are brothers and sisters.

· Now, this new awareness compels us to serve each other in the power of the Holy Spirit.

· Christian service stems from the fact that God is our father and we are his beloved sons and daughters.

5. Growing is serving in love

But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way. (1 Cor 12:31)

We do not have time and space for profound reflection, but I ask you to ponder and reflect on the following extract from a sermon by St. Augustine, Bishop of Hippo:

For you I am a bishop, but with you after all, I am a Christian. The former signifies an office undertaken, the latter, grace, the former is a name for danger, the latter a name for salvation … So I hope that the fact that I have been bought together with you, gives me more pleasure than my having been placed at your head; then, as the Lord commanded, I will be more effectively your servant.

I am certainly obliged to love the redeemer, and I know what he said to Peter, Peter do you love me? Feed my sheep. Once he said it, twice, a third time. Love was being questioned, and toil demanded, because where the love is greater, the work is less of a burden. 
 

6. Growing is serving humbly. 

Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. (James 4:10)

· Our awareness of the power within, could be dangerous, as we have just read in St. Augustine.

· Being aware of the grace within me, and humility go perfectly well together, while knowing the grace within me, and haughtiness are diametrically opposed.

· The right attitude would be that of Mary; just before declaring her awareness of what God had done in her and to her she said: “for he has regarded the low estate of his handmaiden.”

Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall. Pro 16:18
7. Growing is making a leap of faith

Reflection on Genesis 12:1-5 (God’s call to Abraham).

In a baseball game, some time ago, many sports commentators in the US said that they had witnessed the best catch ever made. As the ball flew through the air and then started its descent the player Coco Crisp was so far from the ball that it made it humanly impossible to catch. He ran with his might and dived into the air while stretching his hands to catch the ball – to everybody’s amazement he did it. When asked about it after the game, Coco replied: I didn’t think I could do it, it was a leap of faith! 

8. Growing is walking in courage:

Have courage for I have conquered the world (John 16:33)

Someone once said that Courage is fear that has said its prayers.

Please ponder and reflect on Esther’s actions when she went to the king without being summoned (Cf. Ester 4).

9. Growing is praying.

 Be still and know that I am God  (Ps 46: 10)

· You will seek me and find me; when you seek me with all your heart, (Jer 29:13)

· Praying is staying there, even when you don’t feel a thing and when you are as arid as the desert

· Praying is keeping your appointment even when you are busy.

· Praying is persevering in the knowledge that He is there.

10. Growing is faith that changes the future

…if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you. (Mat 17:20)

· Faith is believing and expecting that things will change.

· Faith is knowing that God is with me, he hears my prayers, he directs my actions.

· Faith is knowing that he empowered us and sent us, to change the world.

· History is a place for human decision. 

· At every moment of our lives, we're asked to choose for good or for evil. 

· The present is vitally important as the instant that will never come again; 

· Our past actions make us who we are today, but each "today" also offers us another chance to change our developing history. 

· The future is the fruit of our past and present choices.
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